THE LATTER- DAY SAIN 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER CRARLES w. PENROSE. 


1 nen discourse was delivered by Eider Charles W. Ponrose at the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, November 28, 1897. 

I desire the assistance of my brethren snd sisters this messe as 1 
have been called upon to address the congregation and am not in my 
usual state of health, having been a little unwell during the past ‘week, 
but not seriously so; still I feel more than ever the need of the faith and 
prayers of the congregation in arising to address them, that my mind may 
be clear, that I may be m a condition to receive the impressions of the 
Holy Spirit, and that I may be able to say such things as will be edifying 
to the congregation. I have no desire to promulgate any persotial 
opinions and ideas that I may entertain in regard to religion, or any other 
subject of importance ; I only desire to declare that, which is trae and 

which is given of the Lord. ibe rag 
religion has been received direct from beben in the 
and the Elders who are called upon to proclaim that religion in all the 
world have been instructed to do as they are led by the Spirit of God 
not to preach by the enticing words of man's wisdom,” but to declare 
that which has been revealed from heaven and delivered to them. When 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, was on earth, He preached in that way. “He 
said: “My doctrine in not mine, but his that sent me.” “I speak: tb the 
world those things which I have heard of him.” (John 7: 16% aid'6: 
When He sent out His Apostles to preach the Gospel to every“ treatace | 
that age of the world, He instructed them to teach those things that He 
had commanded them. ye therefore, and teach all 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gh 

eaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have conimianddd ‘you: © 

d, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.” * 3 
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LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


19, 20.) These were the instructions given by our Savior to His Apostles 
in that age; and in restoring the same Gospel in our time He has given 
the same commandment to His servants. They are to teach that which has 
been given them fro@on high, that which God has revealed, and not that 
which they may have epnoei ved i in their own minds. At the same time, 
the same promise has been given to the servants of God in this age of the 
world as was given to the Apostles and other disciples in that age—that 
78, that they shall have the Holy Spirit, and that Spirit shall guide them 
into 4ll truth, that it shall take of the things of the Father, and of the 
Son, and show them unto them, and also show them things GS cand “By 
that Spirit they are to speak, and the Lord has confirmed that to His 
servants in this day of the world by saying that if they have not the 
Spirit they shall not teach. So that the Gospel, as preached ‘by the 
Eldersof the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, is to be preached 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, and those things are to be taught 
which God has revealed. 

This is not the idea that is prevalent i in the Christian world in regard 
to the proper way to preach. According to the ideas of modern ministers, 
a subject must be prepared, and the minister must try to be original. He 
must endeavor to bring something before his congregation which shall be 
a little startling, if possible—a little sensational, if needs be- but some- 
thing new, that will arrest their attention. By human learning. and 
study, human wisdom and research, it is expected that the ministers of 
modern times will be prepared to edify their oongregations. ae 

There is this difference that I have pointed out between the preaching 
of the Elders of this Church and the preaching of the ministers in the 
yariqus “Christian” denominations, as they are called. So that the 
Elders, when they stand up before congregations and ask for the aid of 
their brethren and sisters, mean just exactly what they say. They feel 
the need of it. Even if they are well versed in the scriptures, if they are 
well instructed in the principles of the Gospel, and well informed i in 
regard to the dootrines of their faith, they feel the need of the present 

inspiration of Almighty God, to be qualified to preach the Gospel; for it 
is not to be preached, as I have said, “by the enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in the demonstration and the power of the Holy Ghost,” that 
things adapted to the needs of the people at the time may be given them, 
and that the instructions may be seasonable and suited to the conditions 
and the minds of the people who are before the preacher ; ; also that he 
may be free in his spirit, in his mind, in his body, to be impressed. by the 
Hyly Ghost, to be led by it, that he may receive that which God has for 
tlie people at the time. That is the order of preaching i in the ee of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

When I was calied upon this afternoon to address the’ congregatior 

dina was directed to some verses in the 16th chapter of lintthew, a I 
will read them, and, if led by the Spirit of God to make remarks i in on- 
nection, Me's them, I shall be very pleased to do so. 
_.fWhep, Jeaps came, into the coast of Cssares be 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that 1 the Bon of man at 
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ad or one sok the 
fe zich unto them, But whom say ye that Lam! 

5 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Onrist, the 5 Sad ot 
the living God. 

And Jesus answered and said unto him; Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jaa’ for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
which is in heaven. 


And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and up on this rock 1 


wit build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevai ast it. 5 
And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and what- 
sy thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Mate. 16: 
13-19.) 
On a subsequent occasion, as we read in the New Testament, Jesus 
eit this remark to the other Apostles, that whatsoever they should bind 
on ‘earth should be bound in heaven, and whatsoever they should loose: on 
earth should be loosed in heaven. (Matt. 18: 18.) 

That was a most extraordinary power, given by Jesus Obrist to His 
disciples; and He did nothing but that which He was commanded to do 


His Father. Said He to His Apostles, “As my Father hath sent me, 


even &0 send I you.” The power that God ga vd to Him, He gave t. to them ; 
for He was to stay but a little while | among them. He understood about 
His deséase which He should accomplish at Jerusalem.” He understood 
that He should be lifted up upon the cross, and that His body should be 
ed in the tomb and that om the third day He should rise from the 
dead: So, before going, He left the authority which God had given Him 
‘with His Apostles. He gave them this extraordinary power and authority 
—the keys of the kingdom of heaven—that what they should bind on 
eatth Should be bound in heaven, and whatsoever they should loose on 
earth ‘should be loosed in heaven. Peter, who was the chief of the Apos- 
tles, the head of the A postleship, was specially given these keys. He 
‘stood’ at the head of the Church in connection with Jan and John, as 
the Apostle Paul relates, after Christ had left the Church; and after his 
départure from the earth, Peter, James and, John were evidently’ the pre- 
siding authority i in the Church, and they with the other Apostles ‘held the 
power to bind and loose on earth, and what they did by the authority 
thus Vested in them was acknowledged in heaven. ‘This was because 
authority that they received was not of man. No man could confer this 
power. No man could of himself assume it; he might do so in name and 
by vain pretense, but he would not be acknowledged in heaven. This 
power that ‘Peter and the Apostles possessed, which was given to them of 
Jesus’ it, who received it of the Father, was of such a character that 
it was acknowledged in the heavens above. What they performed by 
that authority was recognized there, and was exactly the same as though 
Jesds Obrist or the Father had performed that act in person. 

This power and authority has not been on the earth tor a long time. 1 
is erde that in certain sense the ot 
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* LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 

as it is called—assumes to hold it. It claims that the pope of Rome is the 
successor of St. Peter. Yet, strange to say, the pope of Rome is not an 
Apostle, and does not claim to be an Apostle. He is the bishop of the 
church of Rome. He is recognized as the father of the church, so. to speak. 
He is so sustained by the people. He does not claim to be an Apostle. 
Neither does he claim this power of revelation that Peter had. Peter was 
able to say, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” How did 
Peter know that? He knew it because it had been revealed to him from 
heaven. God had revealed that to Peter. He did not obtain it merely by 
reflection, by study, by searching the old Scriptures and learning about 
the Messiah that was tocome. He may have done all that, but he could 
not know that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God, except it 
had been revealed to him. Jesus laid that down as a principle of the 
faith. “No man knoweth the Son,” said He, “but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal him.” (Matthew 11: 27.) This principle of revelation, of 
communication direct from God to man, was the very life of the Church 
that Jesus Christ established when He was on earth. It was by it that 
Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ. It was by that revelating spirit 
that the members of the Church obtained the same. testimony. As the 
Apostle Paul wrote concerning it: No man can say that Jesus is the 
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” And the Holy Ghost is a spirit of revela- 
tion. It manifests the things of the Father and of the Son. It shows 
them unto men and women, if they are prepared to receive those impres- 
sions. This is that spirit of truth that Christ promised He would send 
after He left. Iſb says: “If I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” He told His 
Apostles not to go out to preach the Gospel to every creature until they 
had been endowed with power from on high. “Tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem,” said He, “until, ye be endued with power from on high.” 
(Luke 24: 49.) They did so, and they received that glorious blessing and 
gift on the day of Pentecost, as we read in the second chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles. This spirit is the spirit of revelation. It communicates 
the things of God to men; and no man knoweth the things of God, but by 
the influence of that spirit. The light that comes down to us, or, at any 
rate appears to do so, from the sun, is that which illuminates our natural 
vision, that reveals to us the visible objects of creation, and without which 
we could see nothing, no matter how well our eyes might be organized or 
how strong our powers of vision might be, even so only by the Spirit of 
God, which is the light of God, which is the spirit of truth, which is the 
spirit of revelation, can we fully comprehend the things of God. 

This Spirit is the great need of all humanity—the Holy Ghost, the 
Spirit that comes from the presence of God to enlighten the souls of men. 
By that Spirit the things of God may be perceived as clearly as the visible 
objects of the physical creation are perceived by the natural eye with the 

aid of natural light. Without the natural light we cannot see natural 
things; without divine light, the Spirit of God, we cannot discern and 

-eomprehend spiritual things. Peter had received this Spirit i in a sufficient 
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ng that he was able to know that Jesus was the Christ. God had 


revealed’ it to him. He knew it. He was not in doubt. It was not a 
mere matter of faith with him. He did not say, “I believe, I think, I 
hope, that thou art the Christ,” but “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” “Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jona,” was the answer, “for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.” And Jesus went on to say: “Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my Church ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against 

There has been a great deal of discussion in the Christian world in 
regard to the meaning of this remark of Jesus Christ. The Roman 
Catholics believe that the “rock” meant Peter. Peter, or Cephas, means 
a stone; and therefore, they say that on Peter the Church was to be 
built. Now, looking at that logically, reasonably, rationally, it seems a 
very poor conclusion, that Jesus would build His Church on & man—a 
weak, fallible man, who only a very short time afterwards denied that he 
knew Christ and cursed and swore that he “knew not the man!” Then, 
Peter onlg lived a short time on earth. He was crucified, we are told in 
history, with his head downward. If, therefore, the Church was built on 
a man, when the man was gone, the foundation on which the Church was 
built would go too, it would appear. But this idea is not prevalent in the 
the Protestant part of Christendom. The idéas of tha ministers of the 
| various churches differ somewhat as to the meaning of this scripture. 

“Now, the Latter-day Saints view it in this light: They believe that the 
principle of revelation by which Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ is 
the very foundation and rock on which Christ's Church is built—the 
revelation of God to man, the spirit of revelation. Without it there can 
be no real Church of Christ. It is the life of it, the light of it, the power 
of it. Take it away, and only the dead form will be left. This spirit of 
revelation by which Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ is the very 
foundation of the Church of Christ. It is true that another figure is used 
in the scriptures, where it says the Church is built on the foundation of 
Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone; but the 
Church, as I have said, and its ministers would be nothing without this 
spirit of revelation—the light that comes from God to the soul of man. 
Every man who stands as a minister in ‘the Church of Christ needs it. 
Every member of the Church needs it. Without a person is born of that 
Spirit, as well as of the water, he cannot enter the kingdom of God, so 
Jesus taught. It was by that spirit that the Church of old was’ “bap- 
tized into one body, whether they were Jew or Gentile, bond or free,” 
they were all made to drink into one Spirit.“ Ib was the spirit of revel- 
ation. It was the same Spirit by which the old Prophets were inspired, 
by which they wrote the books which are contained in the Bible, and 
e other books that have been lost and are not compiled in this 
volume. 

It was by chat Spirit that the Apostles preached. It was under the 
influence of that Spirit that they ministered. It was because they minis- 
tered under the inspiration and power of the Holy Ghost that their 
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ministrations were and were in heeven,... „And 
without that Spirit and its guidance; without the jak it, were. per- 
formed under ita influences, none of these things would be acknow dged 
on high. It was because the Apostles of old were led by that Spirit, and 
ministered by it, and attended to the ordinances of the Gospel. in that 
Spirit, that the people were baptized into it and that their acta performed 
on earth in the name of the Father and of the Son and of. the Holy, Gh 0s 7 
were acknowledged in the heavens. When they baptized. 4 repentan nt 
sinner who believed in Christ, for the remission of sins, his sing were 
on earth and were loosed in heaven. When they laid hands upon 

the baptized believer, and said, Receive ye the Holy Ghost,” and ag 
that Holy Spirit of promise upon his head, the Holy Ghost came into, 
enlightened soul—that repentant, baptized believer, and sealed im 
member of Christ's Church on earth, and that was sealed and prod; 
edged and recorded i in heaven. What they did on earth by the power 1 
that Priesthood and authority which Christ gave to them was ecknow!- . 


che remissio of sins, and they were washed and 
they were regenerated; their souls were born anew— born 76 ‘of the 
water, and then by the laying on of the hands of the servants od, 
Holy Ghost came upon them and they were renewed. ip their spi Dir 
baptised in the Spirit of God. The | acts of the servants of God i in — 
their sins by baptism, and in sealing the Holy Ghost by the laying on of 
ands, were acknowledged in the eternal worlds and the power of God 
accompanied their administrations. 
But after the time of the ancient Apostles this power departed from 
the earth. The wicked put to death those men upon ‘whom ‘Christ 
bestowed 1 this power. and authority; and those whom they bad called to 
their aid under the enlightening 0 the Holy Ghost, were put to death, 0 or 
banished, or put in dungeons, or cast to wild beasts. In this way. the 
lights that God had placed in the earth to illuminate mankind. wee 
put out by dhe hand of wickedness; ; and darkness. came. upon the 
earth, end Lan darkpess upon the people. They went into idolatry 
and mariolatry, and into isms, and notions and ideas, by the vagaries 
of men, by the je. ok men, by the wisdom—or, rather, ‘the 
folly ol men; and for hundreds of years the people were gropil like 
blind ‘men. for the wall, being taught for doctrine the pa ac ba 
of men, having a fori” of godliness and denying the power ‘thereof 
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are present in tion this 
Of ‘revelation has cease ; tliat there is Power on 
me Und it shall be bound in heaven; no power on earth how to 
jose and it shall be loosed in heaven; but mankind are taught by thb 
dott Of men, and they actually think that is u better state of things” 
the eondition in which the Christian Church was, 
Aim they ay, his is at age of ‘Gospel blaze; this is an age 
larting’ this is an age of nian’s” We have 
universities; and we train our young men ii ‘the ‘priticiples 
dlogy, and they are ‘thoroughly eqipped ‘and instructed; arid there is 
'fiesd Uf revelation. We have the Bible; aud we do not noed an⁰¹ν more 
Bible; any wore ‘éctipturé, any more revelation, any more commdnivation 
tom God to’ man; we have enough.“ Now, that is a very strange notibr 
me; prevalent, so’ common. As have shown, without tliat 
— which isthe’ spirit of revelation, ‘there’ can be no ‘true Chürch of 
. There must be communication between God and man to ‘hi 
Those that are baptized into Ohrist and 
put dit Christ, and have received of His Spirit, have received that Holy 
Ghost, which is the light of God, the spirit of revelation: | It is promised 
e ho will receive the Gospel. Read the and chapter of Acta; which 
to just now; when you go home, rend the whole chapter, and 
bot che ‘Apostles came together with onb accord: on certain’ day, 
and God poured out upon them this Holy Spirit, and they spoke 
tongues and 8 and rejoicsd in the Lord, and testified to the 
of Jesus Christ. People who had come from various parts of th 
at Jerusalem, were gathered together to hear this 
‘these men speaking in ‘Various tones; and after Peter 
had the whole circumstances, they —.— in 
earts.” They to see that the nation to which they belonged 
they cried but, Men atid bréthrén, whee shall we do In the zych and 
‘will read bees Fords: 


to Repent, f boptined every one of O 


i for the remiss jon of sing and 
For of ti — is you, and to your children, and that are 
The promise is to every one that the Lord hal ont What is the 
‘Why, ‘that they shall have the Holy Ghost, che spirit’ of ‘revels! 
the Hight de Gd, that bears witness of the truth, that the 
Father and the Son, and that bears witness that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. That in the ‘privilege of every soul on 
earth who will'repent and be baptized for the réaiidsion'of sins.’ “And the 
Chürch of Christ is made Up of people who ‘believe, who ‘ave repented, 
hing have been baptized and have had their sing remitted, and have ad 

Holy donfertéd upon them by che lying on of ‘hadi, 4% Yum 
read the” 6th chapter OF tue Aots of the Apösthes and — 
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shat, 1 have not time to refer to. Without that ‘Bpicis there can 
be no true Church; for Christ declared, “Except à man be born of 
water and of the Spit, he cannot eater into the of God” 
(John. 3: 5)... 91 
This is Christ's religion. This is what He taught. This is what, He 
sent His Apostles to preach; and they were to preach nothing else. but 
that which He had delivered to them, and He had received it trom His 
Father. And the baptism that He taught, and that they taught, had to be 
administered by those who had authority to administer it. They must 
administer in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost; and they must have received that authority from the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, or every such baptism would be vain—it would 
not be acknowledged in heaven. A man may take an infant and sprinkle 
it in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. -O€ 
what effect is it? None at all, except, perhaps, to make the child ory. It 
has no force in heaven; for God never instituted it. There is not a passage 
of scripture that warrantsit, God never told any man to do that, A man 
may take a person into the water, and immerse him according to the. form 
of Christ's baptism and as the Apostles baptized people in ancient times; 
but if that man has not received authority from God by revelation from 
heaven, that baptism will be void, and not acknowledged in heaven. It 
may do the believer some good. He may ane. homer 
ae soul with it. 
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‘IN THE SOUTHERN STATES MISSION. be 


mae is a letter from Apostle Francis M. Lyman, written at Columbia, 
Tennessee, December 21, 1897. It gives a brief account of his visit 
to the conferences of the Southern States Mission. 

“Elder Matthias F. Cowley and I were appointed to visit the 1 
States Mission, to meet with the Elders and Sainte in public and private, 
and to give such instruction and counsel as wisdom and the Spirit of the 

Lord may suggest. 

Our letter from the First Presidency, abend to the President, Elders 
and Saints of the Southern States Mission, further states that, As our 
fellow-servants and ambassadors of the Lord J esus Christ, we commend 
Elders Lyman and Cowley to your kindly consideration, and trust that 
whatever instruction, advice or counsel they may be led to impart, will be 
received by you as though coming from ourselves. 
wie A Ootober 21. We joined Eider John | 

y e Elders of the Colorado Mission, at Pueblo, and 
conference with them. nme 

We nent visited Kansas City and Independence, Missourl. ‘In the 
latter place we held meeting in the court house. Colonel Crisp an elo- 
quent and able legislator of Missouri, who was 4 member of the Trans 
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MILLENWIAL STAR. 9 


Mississippi teats Olay recently, 
paid us marked attention in Independence, which is his home. He visited 
freely with us, and’ introduced us to Mayor Millard.and other prominent 
citizens. By Mr. James of the Re-organized Church we were cordially 
invited to sojourn with him on our return trip and preach in their chapel. 

“We visited Chicago and held meetings in that city, which were fairly 
well attended; and at St. Louis we held one meeting. 

“At Ctesinnat, Ohio, we met President Louis A. Kelsch of the Northern | 
States Mission, and joined him and the Elders in their conference. The 
stormy weather prevented as from having large audiences. Good reports 
were given of prospects and openings there, as well as in Colorado. _The 
harvest is great and their laborers are too feßp. | 

at ‘Chattanooga in this state we joined President Elias S. Kimball and 
sntered at once upon the labors of our special mission. Our first confer- 
ence was held in South Carolina, followed by one in North Carolina, Vir- 
gun East Kentucky, Kentucky and Middle Tennessee, the latter just 
osed, i At each of those six conferences were on an average 44 Elders. 
ou? on erences were held Saturday and Sunday. Each following Monday 
and’ Tuesday, we spent with the Elders receiving reports, giving instruc- 
tions, and answering questions. The burden of our instructions to the 
_ Elders is to preserve themselves in all purity, and to let the Holy Spirit 
lead them in all their ways. They must not allow their carefal methods 
and formal studies to take the place of the Spirit of God. 

“The stormy weather has been very much against us in ung the 
people t together. The Elders are making ‘good records in traveling with- 
sorip. ‘The the southern peopleis praiseworthy 

tifying. 

Rave six seu eee to hold, while will take us to the end of 
Aer 1898. We have it in our Minds 60 vit Washington, D. C., and 
hold one conference in the Eastern States Mission, before we e if the | 
Presidency conclude it will be well for us so to do. 

It is quite an event in the south to have members of ‘the Twelve visit 
the. mission. ‘Te is many years ago since an Apostle has paid a visit to 
this 

The good work progressing :very nivel and is being quite 
systematically and thoroughly prosecuted under the able and wise man- 
agement of President Kimball and his 500 co-laborers. Though his force 
nme a formidable, he too calls out for more, and for all that can be 
furnished him. The wisdom of extending the length of missions, I believe 
will. be ssen, in the more thorough schooling and in establishing the Elders 
themselves in the knowledge, love and spirit of the on 80 4 ne 


* 


v CONFERENCE. of the. 
Saints of. the Liverpool Conference District. will be held in the Public 
Hall, King Street, Wigan, on Sunday, January 16, 1898. Meetings will 
begin at 
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its circulation, and extend its Some time the 


Elders were invited to assist us in getting subscribers. for the Stan, rail a 
hearty response was given to the invitation, as the list of patrons inorg 
to a considerable extent. Sinoe that time many new friends and converts verte 
have. been made, and we believe, with E little r the e * 

scriberr can be still increased. 


Waar has heretofore been known as the 3 Mission, of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has been divided into two 
missions, the New Zealand and the Australian. The latter includes; Tas- 
mania and adjacent smaller islands. Elder Esra F. Richards co — 
president of the Australasian is now presiding over the New Zealax 
Mission, and Elder Andrew Smith, Jr., has been appointed to, j 
over the Australian Mission. . We learn of this change Om 
recently received from Elder Ezra F. 


— 


has just received the sad intelligence that his daughter, Harriet Louisa, 


now past 15 years of age, died: quite suddenly of heart failure on Deceni- 
ber 16, 1897. This is the second he has lost sine coming here. The other 
was a son, Thomas William; aged 19. to 


1897-8 show the total number of children of school age, that is between 
six and eighteen years, to be 81,882. There is an increase since the ‘previ- 
ous year of 2, 489. ‘Of the total number of children of school age 75, 451 are 
able to read and write, and 70,188 are in attendance at the eee 


On December 4, 1897, James W. Paxman was set ‘apart to preside over 
the Juab Stake of Zion to fill the vacancy caused by ‘thé death Of William 
Paxman. Oharles Sperry was set apart as first to the new: 
gent. A second has not Jet been 
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anon, Presidents will neee reports for the year 
to ‘ee respective Conference ‘Presidents at once. It is desirable 
the Conference reports for the be to * not 


an January 15th. | 


‘ae Anchor Line steamer which left on 1 December 

8, 1897, arrived in New York on December 30, with passengers on’ board 
few Saints end returning missionaries took 
on th vessel. 


HRE OLD FOLKS: or SALT 


65 is an established custom with the public spirited citizens of Salt Lake 
ot. to give the aged and the widows and orphans i in their midst compli- 
me mentary entertainments and annual outings. One of such entertain- 
ments was, recently held there, aud Mr. Charles Ellis, a non- Mormon, 
vrites concerning it to the Deseret News as follows: 

lt is quite safe to say that nowhere on the earth was there an audience 
like that which gathered yesterday in the historical theatre of Salt Lake 
City: In parquette and dress circle were 500 men and women over 
sev venty years old. Those from seventy to Capa wore red rosettes; 
from eighty to ninety, blue rosettes; from to , rosettes. 
re, mre white rosettes to be seen. 


97 


iw held a noted 1 ever 80 unique as that 

la floor to it vas filled with men, women and 
children ae ‘large rgely represented those who cannot afford to pay for the 
D privilege of, attending any kind, of meeting. They were out yesterday 
broug kg the. exertions of à few big-hearted men. The use of the 
Th — for the afternoon was free; the street cars carried all rossetted 
ple to ‘and from i it free; the singers gave their services, and the star of 


22 


the. occasion gave the entertainment. I doabt if ‘Dante’ ever ‘fooled’ a 
mers, ‘attentive. or delighted audience than he had yesterday afternoon. 
The old folks were not so demonstrative, | but they ‘took it all in, and 
will ‘help each other to explain how th 2 skillful thaumaturgist’s tricks 
were; done, for. months to come. I To those who 

not reached the years of red rosette the faces of the old were a revel- 
ation agp young hearts beneath gray heads and bent ‘shoulders, : a realiza- 
tion o the fact that, however the storms of time may ravage the surface, 
life ‘still blooms within and needs only occasion to call it into youthful 
n 25 5 Wich a white rosette * his breast, Counselor Joseph F. 
Sm 105 side, gat the venerable President. Woodruff watching Dante’s 


ric th as much enjoyment as did the boys in the gallery. 
‘Charley’ Savage and Genders, the one 


bof all the boys in the. great auditorium none were 90 bappy as the 
venty and aay! Licher Bre. 


‘Gro boys | 
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younger one introduced the older one, who was to talk a Hittle to 455 old 
folks. Then the older boy refused to let his chum go and there they 
stood like two happy old cronies, the one talking and the other blushing 
like a girl. Mr. Goddard said that twenty-two years ago Mr. Savage had 
conceived the idea of gathering the half-forgotten old people and giving 
them a day of pleasure away from home. The first. meeting was in the 
summer of 1875, and ever since the old people, without regard to sect, sex 
or color, had been taken out of the city in summer and entertained i in the 
Theatre in winter. 

“Tt was a noble thought, and the faithfulness of these two men to this 
benevolent scheme has made for them a fund of love in the hearts of the 
old people that might be envied by the crowned heads of the world. If, in 
the dim unknown, there shall come a time when ‘we shall know each other 
there,’ I would rather have the welcome that Charley Savage and George 
Goddard will receive from the ‘old folks,’ whose lives they have thus 
brightened — than to possess all the perishing wealtt of the world.” : 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND SCEPTICISM. 


Ir is Adee by those who profess to understand what e are ditties 
about that the mass of organized laborers fail to go to church on the 
Sabbath day. It is said that the men, as a rule, do not go, but that they 
leave the duty of worship to their wives and daughters. The men them- 
selves appear at church on stated occasions, such as marriages, baptisms, 
and funerals, and on certain festival days; but not generally even then. 
In countries like France and Germany, half of the men, it is said, are 
non-attendants at divine worship. This is not the case in one sect alone ; ; 
but it is claimed that it is true both of Protestantism and of Catholicism. 
One writer, in speaking of this condition of things, says, “Anyone can 
learn in the cities of our country how true this is, by looking into the 
Protestant churches on Sunday, and then looking into the street cars, 
the parks, the pleasure gardens, the theatres, the baseball grounds, and 
the saloons.” He says it will not take long to find out that the attendance 
at the churches is largely composed of women, and at the other places 
their husbands, sons and brothers. 

The organization of labor unions and associations is credited with being 
the cause of much of this indifference concerning religious worship, They 
do not take a lively interest in church matters, but leave this to their 
wives. It is claimed that this is true in large cities especially, but does 
not apply so much to rural communities. 

One writer, in dealing with this question, aske why is this? He says 
the answer, in part, is not far to seek. It is largely due, he thinks, to the 
outcome of research. In the lodges of trades unions, in the columns of 
the papers and magazines which they patronize, they are. informed that 
the Jewish belief as to the age of the earth is wholly incorrect. From 
these writings they learn that instead of being about 5,800 years old, it 
has been untold thousands of years, as the testimony of the rocks shows; 
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The Darwinian ideas of evolution and development have taken possession 
of them. They have come to believe that man was not created “a little 
lower than the angels,” and has been gradually degenerating, but that he 
began at the bottom of the scale of creation and has gradually risen to his 

condition. The widespread discussion of these views has caused 
thousands to lose their faith in the Mosaic account of the origin of man 
and his fall on account of Adam and Eve’s eating of the tree of good and 
evil. The higher criticism tells the public that Moses did not write his 
books, but that it is an ancient Chaldean belief accepted by the Israelites 
when they came in contact with the Chaldeans. Having these doubts 
about the origin of the human race, many cannot believe that Adam and 
Eve did commit a sin 5,800 years ago when scientific men tell them that 
there were savage races on the earth perhaps a hundred thousand years 
ago. It is easy enough, when men doubt. the fall of man in the garden of 
Eden, to doubt the atonement of the Savior; for if there were no fall of 
man, there would be no need of an incarnate atonement. 

The spread of these so-called scientific ideas is destroying the religious 
faith of Christendom. Satan is bringing. the scientific world to his aid. 
He has used the religious teachers for his purpose as long as he could find 
them useful. Mankind have got beyond this, and he now appeals to the 
world to accept science in the place of religion. Error and truth are 
skillfully combined to accomplish his purpose. He is having considerable 
‘success in this direction, for the nations are now unsettled through the 
agency of their learned men. The universities, the colleges and the schools 
are converted into agencies to destroy faith in the old order of things. 
The doctrine of evolution enters into many of the text, books that are used 
in the different institutions of learning, and a complete change is taking 
place in the minds of men concerning the age of the earth and the time 
when man first appeared upon it., 

Fortunately for the Latter-day ‘Saints, the Lord has not left us to be 
carried about ‘by every wind of doctrine or the cunning craftiness of men. 
He has given unto usa sure word, upon which we can rely, and from which, 
it we are faithful, we cannot be moved. There are certain immutable 
truths which the Lord has revealed in our day to His Church and to every 
member of it, if they will seek for them. First, that God our Eternal 
‘Father is a personal Being. Second, that man was created in His image 
and likeness. Third, that we are His offspring, and that we have not been 
evolved. from some low order of creation. _ 

These are important truths. No amount of scientific assertion or argu- 
ment can disturb these. Therefore, we can permit people to go on with 
their theories, and publish volume after volume in support of them, and 
pay no attention to them, because if they attempt to attack these truths 
we know that their arguments are not worth listening to or spending time 


upon. We know, too, that while it may be an ancient Chaldean belief, 
that which is contained in the books of Moses, those books nevertheless 
were written by Moses, and that they are nob what those who indulge 
in the higher | criticism endeavor to prove them to be. It is of supreme 
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us; and there having been such a fall, the way was prepared for a 
Redeemer, who came and made an ‘infinite’ ‘atonement for man, 
through that atonement the resurrection from the dead is brought: den 
These truths are immutable; they cannot be disturbed. ‘God es reale 
them, and every one that will do as He says will know for himself’ 
herself that they are true. In this way the Lord is raising d 
of witnésses who know. beyond question that that which is” : 
by many scientific men is true.— the 
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INFLUENCE ‘OF GOSPEL 


Ir isa Wan thing to know: that the Christian world 1 moving 
it is true; but it is moving. A few days ago the writer received 4 dpi of 
a newspaper published in 4 town in the north of Treland,’ and upon Wok 
ing over its columns I noticed the program for & meeting 
Men's Christian Association of that town. “The subject to be cont lere 
in the Bible study was—would you believe itt— Christ preachir Pan 
spirits in prison.” . 
5 believe this is s the first time i in ‘the history of this a 


‘introduced. The writer remembers reading one day, Moat in yea 
the following verses in the 3rd chapter of the'firat epistle of Peter: 
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, ais 
he might bring us to er being put to death i in the flech, but e 
by the Spirit: e 
“By which also he and unto th prison; | 
“Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering ‘ot 00 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a ‘preparing, wherein’ tow, 
that is, eight souls were maven by water. | 
Being somewhat impressed with these words of ‘the. Abele 4 15 
understanding their meaning, I went to several of the preachers in the 
town and asked them the meaning of Peter's saying. The anéwerg T re- 
‘ceived were: Those are mysteries of God, which it is not wisdont in you 
to pry into.” | 
On my way home, 1 called upon an old who was ku ‘for 
his godly life and knowledge of the scriptures, and when ‘asked the mes 
ing of the above-quoted verses the old man answered: “The scriptures 
are true, my son. That which you have read is correct. “Christ did preach 
to the spirits who were disobedient in the days of Noah; but it would’ not 
do for you to advocate such doctrine; the church ‘would ‘hot allow it” “wha 
But the world has changed since then. And 80 what leas than 1 
ago were considered “mysteries of God, which it was not Wisdor i oe 
‘to pry into,” are now considered ‘common subjecté' fo) “donversation in 
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Wich renewed life and vigor each time they appear, 
Numbered my days, and anon Tm no 
Joys to — I have 


7 Duet were fresh when I first, in your, midst came ‘to 
old Time, ‘my companion, has chased them away. 4 


the good may have obne inthe trait; 
dhe tares and the wheat, they ae wer ide by sides 
Vet lor an this twill be found that my reign 
been euch ever be locked with pride, 
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